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PHIL 235
Ethics of Violence, War & Terrorism

Mondays & Thursdays 11:30-12:50
Cornett Building B112

Instructor: Klaus Jahn

Office: Clearihue B331

Phone: 250.853.3825

Email: kjahn@uvic.ca

Office Hours: Tuesdays & Fridays 1:00-2:00

For nearly as long as people have been engaged in warring with one another — where war is
understood as an intentional, organized, armed conflict — philosophers have been engaged in ethical
deliberation over this uniquely human activity. Three traditions of thought dominate such
philosophical deliberation, namely Political Realism, Pacifism, and Just War Theory. In this course, we
will have occasion to explore all three of these traditions, but the focus of the course will be on the Just
War Tradition.

Just War Theory holds as its fundamental tenet that war, like other intentional human activities, is
subject to moral adjudication. That is, Just War theorists take as a given that we make judgments
regarding the moral legitimacy or illegitimacy of initiating conflict, and the moral legitimacy or
illegitimacy of the conduct of individuals who are engaged in war — i.e., political leaders, military
commanders, and individual soldiers. The concern of Just War theorists is to examine the validity of
these judgments, and ultimately to arrive at a set of criteria by which we can distinguish between the
justifiable and unjustifiable initiation of war, and justifiable and unjustifiable acts in war.

In this course, we will explore the Just War tradition, with particular attention paid to one of the most
influential efforts to articulate a Just War Theory by Michael Walzer, in his classic Just and Unjust Wars:
A Moral Argument with Historical Illustrations.

Readings:

1) All required readings for the course will come from Walzer, Michael. Just and Unjust Wars: A Moral
Argument with Historical Illustrations. New York: Basic Books, 1977. This is available at the University
Bookstore.

ii) In addition to the readings from Walzer, you should, if you don’t already, make a practice of reading
one (or better, several) daily newspapers (easily accessible online), with an eye to including for
discussion conflicts which are currently taking place - e.g., Afghanistan, Syria, South Sudan, Egypt, etc.,
etc., etc....

i) Lastly, Walzer’s book relies on historical illustrations to make his philosophical points, and in so
doing, he assumes some level of familiarity on the part of the reader with the examples appealed to. It
would be beneficial to you, and improve the quality of the course as a whole, if you took the time to
familiarize yourself with accounts of past wars, both those alluded to by Walzer and those not
specifically discussed in the text.
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Diversity Statement:

UVic is committed to equity, diversity, social justice and fostering a welcoming and diverse learning,
teaching and working environment. These are essential elements in achieving excellence in research and
education. As members of a diverse and dynamic learning community, we each have a role to play in
creating safe, supportive, inclusive and healthy learning environments that foster mutual respect and
civility, and that recognize that people are our primary strength.

Schedule of Readings

Topic 1 Introduction to Just War Theory and the History of the Tradition
- No Reading
Topic 2 Basic Principles of Jus Ad Bellum
- Reading:
Ch. 4 —Law and Order in International Society
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